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NOTES AND NEWS 

MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MODERN LANGUAGE 
TEACHERS OF THE CENTRAL WEST AND SOUTH. (M. L. T.) 

The annual meeting of the Association of Modern Language 
Teachers was held in the Auditorium Hotel, Chicago, May 3d, and 
4th. There was a large attendance and all meetings showed a 
spirit of serious attention to the tasks now before modern language 
teachers. 

The General Session began on Saturday morning with a short 
address by Mr. Harrington on the Conservation of Coal. 

Pres. Wm. B. Owen of the Chicago Normal School spoke on 
Modern Language Teaching in Peace and War, and made the point 
that the teaching of modern foreign languages in the United States 
must be in the hands of loyal Americans and that the foreign 
civilization must be taught from the American viewpoint absolutely. 

Prof. S. W. Cutting, University of Chicago, followed with a paper 
on The Present Study of Modern Language Teaching in its Relation 
to Past Theory and Practice, in which he traced the provenience of 
the nlodern method in language teaching. 

The morning program was concluded by Prof. J. D. Fitz-Gerald 
University of Illinois, who spoke on National Aspects of Modern 
Language Teaching in the Present Emergency, (printed in the cur- 
rent number of The Journal.) 

The following resolution offered at this session by Prof. A. R. 
Hohlfeld was carried: 

Whereas, the marked interest, of late years, in the organization of local, 
state, and regional associations of modern language teachers has clearly been 
prompted by the conviction that as such teachers we have needed greater unity 
and effectiveness in our aims and activities, and 

Whereas, through the establishment of The Modern Language Journal, 
the timeliness and value of which have been amply demonstrated in the short 
time of its existence, we have already created a central organ of expression 
representative of, and responsible to, the joint interests and control of the 
various associations engaged in its publication, and 

Whereas, the far-reaching changes at present going on in the field of modern 
language teaching and the inevitable later adjustments of a period of recon- 
struction, emphasize particularly the need of a national organization competent 
to become an official clearing house for such common interests and needs as at 

(39) 
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present can be handled only separately by the various sectional organizations- 
meeting at different times of the year and without effective contact with each 
other. 

Therefore be it: 

Resolved that the Association of the Modern Language Teachers of the Cen- 
tral West and South favors the establishment of a National Federation of 
Association of Modern Language Teachers, not primarily for the purpose of 
having such an organization hold meetings, surely not annual meetings, but 
rather for the purpose of securing thereby the possibility of united representa- 
tion, in their prescribed limits, in matters of general interest, and of an official 
mouthpiece in dealing with other national bodies or the public at large, and 

Resolved, further, that with this end in view our Association appoint a com- 
mittee of five and request the eastern Federation of Modern Language Associa- 
tions to appoint a committee of like number; said committees to enlarge them- 
selves by a suitable representation of the Pacific States and as a joint committee 
to be charged with a study of the situation and, if they favor the establishment 
of the proposed National Federation, to be further charged with the preparation 
of a constitution and a body of by-laws, the entire matter to be subject to the 
final action of the regional organizations represented. 

A short general sesson was held at 2 p. m. in order to hear the 
reports of committees. 

Chicago was chosen as the place of the next meeting and the 
following officers were elected: President, Professor Kenneth 
McKenzie, Members of the Executive Council, Professors A. R. 
Hohlfeld and B. L. Bowen. The rest of the afternoon was given 
over to section meetings for French, German, and Spanish. 

French Section: Professor C. E. Young, Beloit College, Chair- 
man. 

Dr. John D. Van Home, University of Illinois. Reading Texts 
in First Year French. (Note : For want of space, only the leading 
ideas or points can be touched on. Most of the papers will no 
doubt be published.) Gave statistics on amounts actually covered 
in a number of institutions and as to popularity of certain texts. 

Professor Barry Cerf, University of Wisconsin, Military French. 
Teach very little but thoroughly. Little grammar. Everything 
to have practical bent. 

Professor C. E. Leavenworth, Wabash College, Outside Reading 
in Second Year Classes, read by Miss Miriam Thomas, Youngs- 
town, O. Begin in second year. Fixed assignment and control 
desired. Suggestions as to texts. 
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Miss Laura B. Johnson, Wisconsin High School, Madison, Wis- 
consin. Supervised Study. Democratic nature of supervised 
study. Little telling, but much eliciting. Result desired: 
enthusiasm and cooperation. 

The following resolution was now offered by Professor A. Cole- 
man and adopted : 

Whereas, we are informed that the following resolution has been passed in 
the German Section of the Association of Modern Language Teachers of the 
Central West and South : 

"Resolved that we, the members of the German Section of the Association of 
Modern Language Teachers of the Central West and South, in annual conven- 
tion assembled in the City of Chicago, recognize that in this time of war with 
Germany a serious responsibility rests on all teachers of German, especially 
those of German birth or descent. To retain and win back the public confi- 
dence of the community, in general, and of parents and students in particular, 
we must prove, by word and deed, in the classroom as well as in public and 
private life, that the sympathetic and effective teaching of the language and 
literature of our present enemy is in no way incompatible with the most whole- 
hearted Americanism as regards the active and loyal support of the government 
in the prosecution of the war to victory, and an uncompromising condemnation 
of those acts and policies of the German Government which have so strongly 
offended our sense of justice and of human rights and against which we are 
fighting. In this spirit, we hereby pledge ourselves, singly and as a body, to 
see to it that nothing in our attitude toward our subject or in our presentation 
of it shall, in any way, detract from that spirit of national unity and patriotic 
devotion so absolutely essential in the present crisis." 

Be it resolved by the members of the French Section of The Association that 
we deplore, with our German colleagues the present attitude of many school 
boards and other authorities in discontinuing, without adequate consideration, 
the study of German, often without providing a substitute of equal pedagogic 
and cultural worth, and that as teachers we affirm our conviction that, from an 
educational and practical point of view, the German language and literature 
have not lost their value to American students. 

The report of the syllabi committee was read by Professor 0. 
Moore, in the absence of Professor R. McKenzie. Points for first 
year French: Pronunciation, facility in understanding spoken 
foreign language. Minimum in grammar and reading announced. 
Minima for second, third and fourth years followed. Committee 
was continued. 

Miss Frances R. Angus, University High School, Chicago. 
Teaching of French Literature in High Schools. Developing an 
attitude, teaching to analyze and to draw conclusions. Suggestion 
as to texts. Result: acquisition of literary taste. 

German Section. Chairman — Professor H. Almstedt, Univer- 
sity of Missouri. 
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The report of the syllabi committee was read by Miss Lydia 
Schmidt, University of Chicago High School. Committee voted 
continued. Report to be mimeographed and distributed by the 
Secretary-Treasurer, C. H. Handschin, Oxford, Ohio, upon applica- 
tion. Note: Persons applying for these mimeographed copies will 
receive either the French, German, or Spanish syllabus as requested, 
gratis, the object being to make possible intelligent discussion of 
these syllabi at the next annual meeting with a view to their 
adoption. 

The program as printed followed here. 

i. Mr. John C. Weigel, University High School, Chicago. The 
Acquisition of a Vocabulary. 

2 . Miss Gertrude von Unwerth, Northeast High School, Kansas 
City, Missouri. A Card Game that Aims at a More Comprehensive 
Knowledge of Geography. 

3 . Miss Olga Muller, Central High School, St. Joseph, Missouri, 
The Open Sesame to Language Study. 

4. Professor Paul H. Grumann, University of Nebraska, 
Cultural Values in Modern Language Instruction. 

General Discussion of the papers, and especially of the subject : 
Adjusting Instruction in German to Conditions Imposed by the War. 
Discussion opened by Prof. J. D. Deihl, University of Wisconsin. 

After No. 3 Professor Hohlfeld offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that we, the members of the German section of the Association of 
Modern Language Teachers of the Central West and South in annual conven- 
tion assembled in the City of Chicago, recognize that in this time of war with 
Germany a special responsibility rests on all teachers of German, especially 
those who are of German birth or descent. To retain and win back the public 
confidence of the community, in general, and of parents and students in particu- 
lar, we must prove, by word and deed, in the class room as well as in public and 
private life, that the sympathetic and effective teaching of the language and 
literature of our present enemy is in no way incompatible with the most whole- 
hearted Americanism — an Americanism which includes the active and loyal 
support of the government in the prosecution of the war to victory and an 
uncompromising condemnation of those acts and policies of the German 
government which have so strongly offended our sense of justice and of human 
rights and against which we are fighting. In this spirit we hereby pledge our 
selves, singly and as a body, to see to it that nothing in our attitude toward our 
subject or in the presentation of it shall in any way conflict with that national 
unity and patriotic devotion so absolutely essential in this crisis." 

This resolution was carried unanimously. 

Hereupon Professor Hohlfeld offered the following resolution: 
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"That the chair appoint a committee of five, with power to act, to consider 
carefully the situation of the study and teaching of German in our territory as 
it is being affected by the war and to help guard the legitimate interests of our 
work and profession with special reference to the spirit of the loyalty resolution 
adopted as this meeting. 

Among other things, this committee is (1) to devise definite ways and means 
for helping teachers adjust themselves to the present situation in regard to 
their general attitude toward their work and their communities, the choice of 
unobjectionable text books, advisable modifications in the scope of work or 
method of presentation, etc.; (2) to forward copies of our loyalty resolution, 
accompanied by suitable letters of introduction and suggestion, to (a) Commis- 
sioner of Education P. P. Claxton, expressing to him the thanks of our body for 
his efforts in defense of the study of German, and (b) national organizations 
like the National Education Association, the Association of American Universi- 
ties, the Association of American State Universities, the Association of Ameri- 
can Colleges, the National Chamber of Commerce and such other bodies and 
individuals (e. g. presidents and deans of colleges and universities and state 
superintendents of education) as may thereby perhaps be influenced to take, or 
support action, opposed to a wholesale elimination of German instruction; (3) 
to suggest a similar procedure to the associated state organizations in our terri- 
tory through whom our resolutions, as well as other measures adopted by the 
committee, may be made to reach the superintendents, principals and teachers 
of individual cities and schools; (4) to examine into and make suitable recom- 
mendations, through a sub-committee, in regard to the subject of military 
German concerning which advice is sought in some quarters ; and (5) to propose 
to the German sections of the associations included in the eastern Federation 
and on the Pacific Coast, if they have not already done so, to take similar steps 
in their territories. 

As without special action the general funds of our Association could not be 
drawn upon to help defray the clerical expenses of the committee's work, it is 
suggested that in case it should prove inadvisable to attempt to secure such 
action, the necessary funds be solicited from individual members of the 
Association." 

This resolution was carried and the subsequent appointment of 
the committee left to the chairman of the section. 

Spanish Section: Chairman— Professor J. D. Fitz-Gerald, Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 

The first paper was by Mrs. Homero Serfs, University of Illinois, 
formerly of Bay Ridge High School, New York City, whose subject 
was "The New York Minima in High School Spanish." She spoke 
of the progress made in standardizing the work in Spanish. 

The report of the Syllabi Committee was given informally in the 
absence of Professor A. Nonnez by Professor E. S. Ingraham. The 
committee was continued. Copies are available as for French and 
German above. 

Dr. John Van Home, University of Illinois, read a paper, 
"Reading Material Used in College Spanish." He gave the results 
of a statistical study of Spanish texts used in colleges. He showed 
that there had been a decided decrease in the amount read in first 
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and second year Spanish, and marked changes in the grading of 
texts. 

The following action of The Executive Council is also of interest 
to members : 

The terms of Professors A. La Me"slee and K. McKenzie, as con- 
sulting editors of The Modern Language Journal having 
expired, Professor A. De Salvio and Miss Fannie A. Baker were 
chosen to succeed them. Professor B. J. Vos was re-elected 
Associate Editor of The Modern Language Journal. 

Professor R. J. Kellogg was elected Vice-President for Illinois to 
supercede Professor A. Coleman. Miss M. Kuechenmeister was 
elected Vice-President for Kentucky. 

It was moved and carried that the affiliated societies be invited 
to send to the Secretary-Treasurer any personal notes, notices, or 
reports of meetings for publication in The Journal. Officers and 
members of affiliated societies and members of the M. L. T. please 
take note. 

C. H. Handschin, 

Secretary-Treasurer M. L. T. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
May 4, 1918 

Since the date of my last report the Association has lost one 
affiliated society, viz., the California Society of Teachers of German. 
This is due to the formation of the new Pacific Coast Association, of 
which the California Society of German Teachers has become a 
part. This does not signify a loss to our cause, since the Pacific 
Coast Association will eventually become a member of our National 
Federation, and is at present furnishing a considerable number of 
subscribers to The Modern Language Journal. Indeed, your 
Secretary-Treasurer was instrumental, in a small way, in bringing 
about the formation of the new association. 

Owing to war conditions, no additional societies were affiliated 
this year, although work toward this is under way in several cases. 
This leaves us with six affiliated societies: viz., the State Associa- 
tions of Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Kansas and The 
Chicago Society of Romance Language Teachers. 
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During this association-year, several thousand letters of invita- 
tion, followed by a sample copy of The Journal, have been sent to 
the modern language teachers in our territory, with gratifying 
results. For despite the fact that numerous persons dropped their 
membership — in some cases German teachers who had lost their 
positions, in other cases, for reasons of economy — we have increased 
our membership from 755 to 1000 during the year. As has been 
indicated in a note on our printed program, the period of the war 
raises difficulties for The Association. I am therefore taking this 
opportunity of appealing personally to all present to bear this fact 
in mind, and to help us, each in his own way and place. 

In surveying the work of the past two years, and the great suc- 
cess which we have achieved, we cannot fail to appreciate the value 
of such meetings as these for our profession and the value of The 
Modern Language Journal. Each of us desires to serve his age 
and country through efficient individual teaching. However, we 
can do this better if we can also raise the standard of our profession 
generally. This can be done only by concerted action, which is 
largely the function of this and other associations and The Modern 
Language Journal. Modern language teachers have at last an 
official organ of their own. We must not lose this again. We 
need, this year, concerted action. This cannot be attained by the 
officers, or a small group. Every member should help, and in the 
plans for next year's work, we are counting on this. 

It would be a great help if you would bring in, not only plans and 
suggestions as to time and place of the meeting, as to program, etc., 
but also suggestions for improving phases of our work. This leads 
me to speak of the work of mailing the Modern Language 
Journal. 

As is well known, the congested state of our traffic during the past 
winter and spring has caused delays, etc., in the postal service. 
Some Journals have been lost, others have arrived very much 
belated. Members will please bear these facts in mind. Prof. 
Busse is doing his very best to insure satisfactory delivery, and we 
owe him a debt of gratitude for his efficient service. However, to 
expedite matters, back numbers for subscribers in our territory will 
be sent out from my office in the future. 

A slight difficulty has made itself felt in regard to our members 
residing in states in which there is a state association. To avoid 
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this, the secretary of each State Association is hereby requested to 
furnish me at the beginning of The Journal year, or as soon as 
possible thereafter, a complete list of the members of his State 
Association who wish to receive The Modern Language Journal 
for the year, and to be counted as members of the M. L. T. No 
bills will then be sent for such persons from my office. This will 
also make certain that no person shall fail to receive a bill. 

The work in the territory of the state associations, I wish to 
state, is entirely in the hands of the officers of such associations. 
However, I am taking this opportunity to call the attention of 
state association officers to the advantage of co-ordinating the 
efforts of the various officers, including the M. L. T. Vice-President, 
and the Consulting-Editor of The Modern Language Journal 
who may reside in their state. An appeal sent out over the signa- 
tures of these would, no doubt, be more effective than if sent by the 
President, or other officer, individually. Beyond this, there is 
always the possibility of effective individual effort by speaking in 
the interest of our organization before teacher's associations, and 
by using our enclosures when writing to acquaintances and friends. 
I am always happy to supply application blanks, which, if desired, 
can be slightly changed so as to bring the reply to the state associa- 
tion officers. If sample copies of The Journal are to be sent out, 
the list of addresses should be sent to me. 

As announced in a note on our printed program, officers of state 
associations are invited to send in reports or announcements of 
meetings for publication. By this means they will be able more 
effectively to keep the State Association before the minds of its 
constituency. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

Charles H. Handschin. 
Secretary. 
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For the information of members, and others, a copy of the report 
of the Secretary-Treasurer of the M. L. T. follows: 

Receipts 

Fees for 1917-191 $860.50 

Fees for 1916-1917 22-75 

Certificates of deposit taken over 322.00 

(See report of 1916-1917) 

Bank balance 14-45 

Interest earned .69 



$1220.39 
Disbursements 

To The Modern Language Journal $622.00 

Expenses 194.61 

Balance, May 2d, 1918 403.78 

$1220.39 
Assets 

1 916-19 1 7 membership fees unpaid $ 31.25 

1917-1918 membership fees unpaid. 573-°o 

Cash balance in bank 113-78 

Certificates of deposit in bank 290.00 

$1008.03 
Liabilities 

Due to The Modern Language Journal $578.00 

Due for printing 35-12 

Excess of Assets over Liabilities 3 94.9 1 

$1008.03 



